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Faithful Unto Death

3rd & Rieley Streets,
Harrisburg, Fa.

By ROBERT E. BROWN, M.D., Superintendent Methodist Hospital, Wuhu, Anlwei, China

An account of the martyrdom of Me. and Mrs. J. C. Stam at the hands of Chinese Communists

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Smith, of The Christian and Missionary Alliance Missgion in

at the time Mr. and Mrvs. Stam were captured by the Communists.
the Communists which caused Mr. and Mrs, Smith to go to Wuhu.

Wuhu of the taking of Tsingteh.

idea of the speed with which the Communists travel when attacking.

It has been repurted that “Red” spies were in the City of Wuhy,

Iy incensed gver his escape from their hands last summer in Kweichow.

‘We need to pray much for all who labor for Christ in this t

HE capture of Rev. and Mrs. John

C. Stam and their baby, Helen
Priscills, is an exposition of the mind
and method of the Communists as
they are operating in Chine today.
The events as reported by eyewit-
nesses are as follows: On December
6th, the Communists made a surprise
attack and entered the town of Tsing-
teh about noon. After looting, the
Communists. carried off the Stam

«family and a considerable number of
Chinese people. 1t was reported that
one wealthy Chinese in Tzingteh was
promised his freedom on payment of
$40,000. After making payment of
this amount, he still was not released,
but taken away by the Communists.
They left Tsingteh early on the
morning of the Tth and marched
rapidly for fifty 1i to Miaosheo,
arriving there before noon. This
city they occupied. The Stams
were left at the post office while
the town was being taken. The
postmaster offered them fruit and
tea. Mrs. Stam ate something,
but Mr. Stam took advantage of
the meoment to write a letter
which he left with the postmaster.
Semeone asked Mr. Stam where
they were being taken. He re-
plied, “We are going to heaven.”
Evidently they had overheard the
Communists say that they were
to be killed. They were placed in
a large home which had been loot-
ed. Mr. Stam was tied to the end
of the bed so that it was impos-
sible for him to lie down. Mrs,
Stam and the baby were allowed
to ude the bed.

The next morning they were led
through the streets, and the poor peo-
ple of the town who had not fled to
the mountaing were called to witness
the execution of the foreigners. It is
reported that they walked with un-
shalten courage and calm assurance,
probably conseious of Another walk-

ing with them up the hill. At the
head of the main street on a hill, the
Communist cofficer addressed ithe
crowd, explaining that the foreigners
were hurting China by helping Chi-
ang Kai-shek and the present Nan-
king government, as demonstrated by
using the people’s money to build new
roads throughout the country, there-
fore they should be killed. When they
ordered Mr. Stam to kneel down for
the knife, 2 number of people, includ-
ing some non-Christians, were daring
enough to speak in behall of the
American missionary and his wife.
They were rewarded by kicks and
curges. One Christian shopkeeper
fell on his knees before the execu-

Pastor Lo

The brave Chinese pastor whko resoued littls Helen

Priscille Stam, and cored for her ofter the
execnbion of her parents

tioner and begged for their lives, fir
nally asking that if they would not
gpare both, to save Mrs, Stam. For
his persistence he was accused of be-
ing one of them and was bound and
taken away. We have since heard
that he was killed. Such Christian
courage and loyalty deserves the high-

Central China, were stationed at Nanling

1t wzs the report of the fall of Tsingteh and thie approach of
Tt later proved that they were the first to bring the news to
Jeveral days elapsed before any word of the Stam tregedy reached the city. Thiz gives some
Jooking for our Brother Bmith, since the Communists were great-

voubled land, that great grace shall ke npon them.—D. M.

est praise, for it no doubt meant the
death of this innocent man. Mr. Stam
was ordered to kneel at which time he
began speaking te the ecrowd. What
he said is not known, but it was prob-
ably a Christian testimony. While he
wag speaking, the executioner cut his
throat, Mrs, Stam was then made to
kneel and her head was almost sev-
ered from her body from behind. This
oceurred about fen in the morning.
At one o’clock government troops ar-
rived outside the city and firing be-
gan. Sporadic firing belween the
Communista and the soldiers con-
tinued until four p.m. without any
change in pogition. The Communists

‘did little firing, evidently being short

of ammunition. The fighting eould
clearly be seen hy those on the
mountain top. The Communists
were still in possession of the city
but withdrew during the night.

Loving Service

Mr. Lo, a Chinese pastor, was
taken captive by the Communists
on their arrival in Miaosheo but
was released when they learned
that he had arrived only the day
before. He then fled with most
of the townspeople to the moun-
tains, and only later learned that
two foreigners had been killed by
the Communists, On the next
morning, Sunday, he came down
from the mountains to investigate
and see if he could be of any help.
This was a dangerous thing to do
as the Communists had only with-
drawn to the hills, and it was ex-
pected that they might return at
any time. Upon arriving on the
streets, the people confirmed the re-
port that the two missionaries had
been killed, but he learned that the
baby wag still alive, With considera-
ble difficulty he inquired the where-
abouts of the child, as the people were
afraid to give information. Finally
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an old lady pointed in the direction of
a house. On coming to the house, he
heard the infant crying and feund it
after traversing many courtyards and
rooms. It had heen there alone with-
out food or care for gver twenty-four
hours. He took the child oub and
found a Chinese mother among the
group of sympathetic people. She
volunteered to nurse the baby.

Ee then went to lock for the bedies
and found them still lying exposed ex-
cept for a few handfuls of grass
which had been laid over them by
gomeone. At this time the govern-
ment troops entered the town, When
the officer in charge learned
that two foreigmers were
there and that their bodies
were outside, he gave or-
ders that the local officials
should be respomsible and
provide coffins and see that
they were properly cared
for. However, all local of-
fleials and people of respon-
sibility had fled the city and
were still in the mountains,
g0 after some time the Chi-
nese pastor offered to see
that the bodies were placed
in coffins. He went to a cof-
fin shop and purchased two
coffing and had them car-
ried to where the hodies
where located. He bought
some cloth in which to
wrap the bodies, there be-
ing no opportunity to have
clothes made. He washed
the faces and stitched the wounds as
best he eould and placed them in the
coffins.

Loyal Witnessing

At this time Mr. Lo spoke to the
assembled crowd, telling them the
Stams had come not for themselves
but to tell our people of God’'s love
and that they had laid down their
lives to bring this message of saiva-
tion, He ended with an exhortation
to the people to accept Christ. There
were two other Christians in the
group, who with the Chinese pastor
then offered prayer. There were
many expressions of sympathy from
the bystanders. Some were weeping,
others cursing the Communists for
what they had done.

Some Chinese people were also
killed in Miaosheo, but it is the cus-

torm of the Communists to disfigure
the bodies of the Chinese and bury
them, so they cannot be recognized.
This is doubtless done so it is possible
to continue to demand ransom even
after the victims are dead. As is
usual in such cages, the perpetrators
of this outrage were not from the
loeal people but were one of the seaf-
tered bands of Communists who had
been driven out of Kiangsi into Che-~
kiang and were then attacked by the
Chinese troops and fled into the
mountains of scuthern Anhwel, There
were between two and three thou-
sand, mogtly voung men of high

| Betty and John Stam

“The Mirzcle Baby”

Helen Priscilla Stam, in a rice basket, just a3 she was brought into
the C. I. M. compound at Suancheng, after days of travel overland.
She s dressed in the sanie clothing in which Rer mother left her

when she was led awoy to martyrdon

school age, but the type of young men
who are not wanted in the schoois
and who with some of their teach-
eras have hecome Communists in re-
volt against the government. It is
reported that Mrs. Stam was behead-
ed by a lad of only sixteen years.

The Rescued Babe

The Chinese paster again turned
hig attention to the baby and found
that Mrs. Stam had made provision
for the little one to the best of her
ability, hoping that someone would
save it. A ten-dollar bill was found
wrapped in a plece of paper among
clean napkins between the baby's
blankets. On the table there was an
empty powdered milk tin, = Ilittle
sugar and some crackers.

The pastor gathered his family

and started on the long walk of forty
miles to Kinhsien, the nearest large
city foward Wuhu. They carried
Helen Priscilla with their own baby
in rice baskets. Mothers along the
way volunteered to nurse the baby.
On arrival at Kinhsien, the pastor’s
wife found a tin of powdered milk
in a Chinese store which she pur-
chased- Her own baby had been born
two vears before at The Wubu Gen-
eral Hospital; and while she was a
patient there, she had learned how
to prepare powdered milk for infant
feeding. With this knowledge she put
the little orphan on a repular three-
hour schedule of powdered
milk in the proportions in
which she had been taught.
Tt wag then taken by sedan
chair to Suancheng where
it was received by Rev. Geo.
Birch and brought to Wuhu
by train. It arrived In
{ Wuhu Friday, December
14th, having been in the
sole care of Chinese friends
for nearly a week., It re-
turned to Wuhu just three
months and four days after
its birth. Soon after its
arrival the baby was seen
by Dr. Rebert E. Brown
and other memberg of the
gtaff of the Wuhu General
Hospital. It was in perfect
health and smiled from its
little erib all unconscious of
the sorrow in its life.

Tt is the first tragedy of
this kind that hag come in this dis-
triet for many years. Our hearts
have been bowed in grief at the loss
of these beloved fellow-workers, but
through cur tears we see in faith the
blood of the martyrs becoming the
seed of a more spiritnal church. Pray
for us that we may carry on the work
for which they gave their lives.

The Stanms' pliecture by
courtesy of the Koody
Bibls Institute.
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